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Kristine Stepenuck coordinates Wisconsin’s Water Action Volunteers (WAV) Program. In addition to her role
within Wisconsin, she works with partners at the University of Rhode Island Cooperative Extension towards
enhancing the capacity of volunteer water quality monitoring within Extension programs across the nation.
Regionally, Ms. Stepenuck coordinates with volunteer monitoring program coordinators in 6 other Midwestern
states. For this poster presentation, she is representing the co-authors to share information about regional
coordination within CSREES Water Quality Programs in the Great Lakes Region.

Abstract

Many water quality issues related to agriculture are regional in scope and require new collaborative approaches to
meet these challenges. It is important that USDA Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service
(CSREES) programs contribute to the process of identifying and implementing solutions to address these
challenges. In 2000, the Great Lakes Regional Water Quality Leadership Team (RWQLT) formed to enhance
partnership opportunities across the region and with EPA Region 5. Comprised of the six State Water Quality
Extension Coordinators at the Land Grant Institutions in Region 5, the RWQL Team’s goals are to increase
communication and collaboration, and leverage University Extension and Research resources across the region to
address high priority water quality issues related to agriculture. This poster highlights regional coordination
efforts and partnership successes achieved by the RWQLT and demonstrates the role of CSREES programs in
addressing water quality issues facing agriculture.
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